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On The Verge
 By Eric Overmyer

Eric Ellis Overmyer (born September 25, 1951) is an American
writer and producer. He has written and/or produced

numerous TV shows, including St. Elsewhere, Homicide:
Life on the Street, Law & Order, The Wire, New Amsterdam,

Bosch, Treme, and The Man in the High Castle. He
graduated as a theater major from Reed College in 1973.

 

DIRECTOR’S NOTES
 

Three American Victorian women set out to explore Terra
Incognita.  Their journey is a mythical one spanning over
sixty years, through jungle, desert, swamp, mountain-
tops, ice-fields until finally they arrive in the 1950s.  One of
the three women is an anthropologist.  One likes to climb
mountains and is obsessed with words, their meaning and
their sounds.  The third woman is all-American and
believes everyone in the world should speak English.  Why
do two of the women fall in love with the 1950s?  That is a
perfect time to live  in if you believe the 1950s were when
America was Great.  Why would a white woman leave the
deep seated beliefs of that era behind if she could avoid a
future of racism, multiple nuclear powers, Aids, single-sex
marriage, and environmental disasters?

Are only some people like Oedipus who must keep
pursuing the truth no matter where it leads? Have we
exhausted our natural courage and curiosity?  Why are only
some people able to see that we are truly, On the Verge?
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INTERMISSION

Scene 14: Fanmail From the
Future 

Scene 15: The Starry Deep

Scene 16: Manna From Heaven
—or, Among the Jesuits

Scene 17: Vintage Crystal

Scene 18: Woody’s Esso

Scene 19: Paradise ‘55

Scene 20: Later that Same
Evening

Scene 21: Some months later.
Go-Go Boots—
or, Rock and Roll is Here To
Stay

Scene 22: The Geography of
Yearning

ON THE VERGE

Scene 1: On the Verge

Scene 2: Taking Stock

Scene 3: Up and Over

Scene 4: The Mysterious
Interior

Scene 5: Native Chop

Scene 6: High Tea—
or, Many Parts Are Edible

Scene 7: Ember Tales

Scene 8: An Apparition

Scene 9: Fort Apache

Scene 10: In the Swamp -
The Mighty Swamp

Scene 11: A prisoner in a
Kaleidescope 

Scene 12: Not Quite
Robert Lowell

Scene 13: Plot Thickener


