7 Sept. 1945

Dear bolks,

I am at prsent enroute back to Manila in the Phil-
1pplnes after & series of experiences that have been .
dmong the'most emeiting &nd 1nteresting of my. life. When
I last wrote: you I complained at some length about the :
1nactivity ati/that time., Shortly thereafter I told. you
I was to go out of''contact with civilization for a
short while, I did Jjust thet,"but not wo the place
expected., “When we left Leyte in the Philippines the]‘
latter part of August we expected to make our way to.
Korea to help in occupation of that® section. “Qur o
plans were frustrated by a typhoon which we fought
for four days and which set us back so far that we
could not “have arrived in time to be of material
assistance, ' In the meantime, however, our orders
were changed ‘and efter considerable fooling around
in the Chinese''sea’ off Okinawa we reversed tracks b
heading for that strange and llttle known 1sland of.
Formosa or Taiwan.

As you may recall it was, frequently spoken of .
in news bmeadcasts the'past year because of 1ts. ,“
proximity to'Chine'end its position in the path o e
any advence on' Japen. 'Held by the Jspanese for. over"
fifty years it has a.population of some 12 mlllion
and 1is probably about the size of" Massachusetts.

We did.not haveia large force 'with us and the army
had not yetoattempted to occupy “the fsiand,  Oup.
assignment: to. get the prlsoners of war out as.,’

quidly as pos31ble. - f“ ; e A

That statement sounded all rlght When 1t oame
over but we little 'knew the conditions ‘existing on
the island~--whether the Japs were going "to willingly
submit to have us come in and take prisoners away..
Also there was ‘the problem ‘of Jap minefields WELEL,
about which we'knew nothing, - Lucklly (we thought)
the Kretchmer and another vessel were detailed to
proceed ahead of the task group, enter Klirun and.
find out just:what'the local conditions were like
and how soon: we could meke contact with the pris-
oners, To get' an indication of" ‘what we were up
against it is'interesting to note that so far as we
know not a single American man-of-war had entereed
any Formosan port since Commodore Perry opened up .
Japen in 1853.¢ That then, was the situation, But
not having tasted any real danger the crew was most
happy to be'assigned’ the advance scouting position.
I was glad because it would break the monotony ol
our sea-life, " I ‘envisioned no ‘danger, not having

analyzed the situation out fully and not know1ng



what I kKnOW‘now,

We got up at ‘three oclock on the crucial morning
having ventured far ahead of the other ships. By day
break we were lying off the Formosan coast every man
at his battle statlon with the ship buttoned up like
a zipper back.' Megi%%ﬁé'WhOﬂWereinot-manning,big?guns4
carried revolvers and tommy guns ready for any possible
offensiVé‘ﬁhrustybyTthé;Jgpapese, e wallowed about.
in theAtroﬁghs)fdr:a couple,hours,unpil & small;, Jap J
oraft was seen approaching, ' It.came close to|our:other i -
ship and théﬁiviédféway.Uiit;é]parenﬁly wanted us to
follow it'i;ﬁt‘éft@é‘:’aﬁi.s“ﬁan‘i"har‘gbr;.,;.but‘, it was teaking . .
such a fugﬁy'zré}iagféoﬁrégftﬁaﬁJWéldeg;inqu Adfew, bedosax
minutes léter[thé?otﬁér vessel begen to proceed towards- . ol

the sho:e'én@5we f§919W5d?¢ﬁ‘ iy
Soon ajbféakwagefrﬁeéanlﬁd,éhapgfupfdﬁﬁ;bfwthQ  o

indistinect éﬁoré:Iiﬁéieth$ifif8t]SL8n of human habi-
harbor into which we were steamling.. . They mere pitted T
with gun emplacemenﬁsgand'§eside_thqse emplacements

tation we sawg"inghjhilléféqaléiiﬁﬂsqsurroundedAtheu
‘were ste
we saw whén_Wéfhéﬁ]aﬁﬁrqadhedi¢ 05§51€throughﬁgl§sses)

were Japenese éhldiers'glért‘énd‘reédy, :

You cen imagine the tense situation,  Two DE's..
with probably 'less than 500 men between them. end &
couple of popguns for cannon were entering a ports ..

that had not been entered by an allied ship of any -

kind Since five years before. . The Japanese had always
kept Formosa‘t&bbovtn.ereigners.,zderhead, it is true,
we had the-prdﬁegtion‘of’&jdoieqyplanes. It was ‘good

to feel them up there, Really,.I wasn't disturbed ..
because I was not on the bridge where the action wes
being observed, But I knew before we even got there

that ir action broke out the two ships would be sunk |
like broken bottles in half an hour., Luckily, it W J
didn't, as you can see. L1 : vpaal edd Wwerdetlwesp

To go om with the tale (stop reading if you are -
bored) we got beyond the breakwater and found ourselves . .
in the inner harbor. There were signs, of; wide destruc=
tion from former Allie bombings, . .the, town began o | Hoooovo
materialize--quite”hﬁiargs;p0wn{W; h.excellent docksyi ‘uo bl ‘

nee ‘
\

and werehouses. . (yes, in Backward, distant Formosa; .

the most modern of warehousing and doeking facilities)

Here and there in the bay were sunken hulks of large

Japanese freighters and smaller luggers. :The place: for wons

had had a good shellacking! At this point the small .. .- s |
Japanese oraft that had preceded us in begen closing' . 1. |
the geap between us ‘and coming alongside,. We shouted . v.. |

them off fearing treachery but they continued to.comes rgas \
Again and again we shouted. No response. Hinallwad be ;

we trained all guas upon them and they backed away .o

like & flagh, @&l e ; _ Nilecl



)
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By this time we were .practically uptown since the place

~ was built right around the now narrow, river-like bay.
Immediately ahead of us our sister' ship was swinging :
around to a wherf and docking. . We followed .suit. There ...
on the dogk were coolies waiting to teke our lines.. ! , (.
Little men, they were, like children almost and eyes = . |
like monkeys and teeth like the cartoons,: Acrpss the ' .. |
bey we'could see through the glasses were Jap officers g
watehing us through field gadhsses. On the balconies i

of the warehouseg Jap sentries with rifles narrowly '
hadvwatohed our progress up ‘the bagy., . lumediately ' /.

as we déékedfwé ppt‘qutsa,riygrgpayrQlJiﬁstruqxgdﬁmdﬁw 0
watch ﬁoffiapjQiYera”wgggmightg%tt%mntatogsabetage;fe«g Yab {0
the ship, On the  dock we mustered. sentries well-ermed., i
The gud crews stayed at their stations and we waited, O

Soon several Jap emissaries arrived at the other ship
which was our senior. Negaetiations were completed .. ‘

and 1t way promised. that the first prisoners of war, . s . o
would anﬁiﬁé“éﬁdut;fivejoq;pckyphptiafpennagh {We tred o i f oo

ofs ol B e ey @i O3 WO lG G LI a8 Bl L S E0G TR W

Shortly before flve they did arpive. MWhet aisorry il
looking bunch of men---thin, hageard, shuffling, with. . - o
the complete bone structure outlined on many of them - o
like the German atrocity films. We gave them a hearty.. .
cheer andftﬁeyfréspdnded»iggngpronfely;j¢W¢Vn6$&dahar.;wf;g,
mediatelyfthat’thenyéfe1mbstly‘ﬁxigish; sWerhugtdeld | «slimni:
them aboard and cast off heading for/ ' open sea as.quickly . o/
as possible, v : - i i ; i

These facts we. learned later=-soméwhat:to myseon= 9. ¢ i
sternation:l/thatjwe_hadfthgogghxsamgpsheer:sxroke;ofﬁ“x s (L
luck penetrdted the only opening through a;Jap minefield | .|
that was considered very good by the local Jap commander. .. ..

(on the way out we had charts of the fields) He.was & ./ o
amazed that we had not been blown up. (2) ‘thatiomia® [ . . ot
Jap airstrip not far away our planes had ‘located 30

Japanese aircraft fully warmed up and loaded with am=

munition ready to take off despite strict Allied | i o
injunctions ageinst any Jap flying whatsoever. [What . .o v

were they WAAL'NE LFUIR Ldew bhd o weib

The prisoners were mostly British--weihad % 156:; 1. v
aboard each ship with 1000 remaining on: the dsland </l j 1w oo
at two other camps, There were Scots in-their kilts.,
and British in the unfforms they had carefully pre- = |
served since they were taken prisoner at Singapore :
on Feb, 15, 1942-~--8hree years and eight months' !
previously. #l1 this time they had been subjected:
to Jap imprisonment, ill-treatment, and semi-star-. |
vation, Mahy of them had beri beri ‘as indicated': -
by their swollen bellies and limbs. Their 'arms- were .
pitfilly thin and every rib in their body stood out
like a barn., : e AL



‘you want to'hear ‘about evierything~-so’ there it' is,

W?.gaveqtheseﬂmengtheir=firstrsquare meal in*dfer 1x

three years---stew, potatoss,:preen beans brebd apd -
butter, Gﬁnﬂﬁdﬁﬁruitywﬁnd~Ice?cream;l Mo st of ‘them' """

Just looked in ‘awe ag the mess pboksaﬁilﬁﬂ?theiT‘Piﬁtésﬂff"

full. Later weak Stomachs plus' sea-action took some

of the food away:agsin---but they so enjoyed eating '
it at the time.'®What fhey wanted most was white bread,
butter andolemy 4a% &iow coeesly ol D) dd aee DLUOg "ow

¢ / ; SR

The followlng day'we went back)this time four’of

us, and got'all except 80’ Hospitallcases that were tod

12 to ve'doved, “nen we beat 1t just ss tho Britfsn -
fleet started moving' in'for cccupation, We transferred L
the bulk of ‘the‘men to lcarniers,” but kept fifty aboard,

AL'léa$t“oneimanfwe~tcék“aboafd’ié’éipécteé gt e
die before reaching Manile. ‘Several “others are in

bad shape, ‘ Their “stories would £ill several volumes;

sometimed I'11 /te)1 ‘thel to you.  Hight now I'll merely

include & scratch paper on a story I am getting up on - = °°

it for possible distribution to the newspaperss . Our
entire unit has been cohgratulated by the Admiral '~

in charge!of thiis' pErt of the Pacific--and perheps-=-1 /77

But gore when I have tiime.,  With these extra men my |
work hasishot up--naturally, We"ll let them off & =~
Manila andiﬁhen-&probablyf“nothér“éssigpmbnﬁﬁsomewhat“
similar, There/are a 16%-Eeft in China and Burma a
the HagtiThadess pee neqo oY safbeged 110 Jeso bis D

&1 DB EY

Where huve I been?? One month in Hawaii. A6 Three

days at Bniwetok atoll in‘mid“Pacific.,” One day at =

F

Guam; tenldaysoat”Leyte glf--soene of ‘the Briginay o+ 10V

landings oifi-the PHilippines., ' Wasn't hot'up where we®

have beenbutoas we édme‘SOﬁﬁh?égéih‘iﬁzgétéahctter;f”Wﬂ7

The Philipplues’are ir about 'thé seme latttude as- -~

central Afriqa.‘

§

Well ; ‘that's it folkss Nothine ror PubIiecstion

 to'tte any news ‘source ‘since I'm'in’ the navy and ‘they ' '
give out aﬁl*relaaseS{“’Tﬁe'miﬁé“fiela,was_the;grﬁﬂteSt'fl" .

danger--and our guardien engklls were just on the job
there. I hope I have not over-dramatized but I know

Keep writing ! b
Christmas, 2f[!

oy e

and hops 41 I'gel baok to the' stetes by |71
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