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ABSTRACT: Records of the Benedictine Institute of Sacred Theology (BIST), founded 

in 1957 to organize a school of theology for Benedictine Sisters. Paschal Botz, OSB, was 

the founding director along with Sr. Mary Anthony Wagner, OSB. The Institute was a 

five-year summer school conducted on the graduate level to provide specialized training 

to Sisters as teachers of religion. The summer sessions were conducted at the College of 

St. Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota, with affiliation to St. John’s University. In 1963, the 

graduate school was formally organized as a division of St. John’s University. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY: The office of Dean of the Graduate School of 

Theology was established in 1962. The Deans have been: 

 

 Paschal Botz, OSB, 1962-1966 

 Luke Steiner, OSB, 1966-1969  

 Aelred Tegels, OSB, 1969-1973 

 Mary Anthony Wagner, OSB, 1974-1978 

 

 

ARRANGEMENT: The files are organized alphabetically. 

 

  

ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: There are no access restrictions on the processed materials, 

and the collection is open to all members of the public. 

 

 

COLLECTION CITATION: This collection should be cited as: 

 

St. John’s University (Collegeville, Minn.). Benedictine Institute of Sacred 

Theology (BIST). SJU Archival Collection 1. St. John’s University Archives, 

Collegeville, Minnesota. 
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ACQUISITION: Sister Mary Anthony Wagner, OSB, transferred accession 81 to the 

Archives in August 1978. An additional accession, 91, was added by an unknown donor 

in October 1978. 

 

 

PROCESSING: David Klingeman, OSB, appraised and processed this collection in 

January 1998. 

 

 

SUBJECT TERMS: 

 

• Benedictine nuns—Education—United States.  

• Benedictine nuns—History.  

• St. John’s University (Collegeville, Minn.). School of Divinity.  

• St. John’s University (Collegeville, Minn.). School of Theology.  
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Bartholome, Peter W., Talks, 1958-1964 1 1 

Benedictines and Programs of Sister Formation, 1959 1 2 

Bibliography, Harrington, John, 1972 1 3 

BIST, Origin, Formation, History, 1957-1978 1 4 

BIST Questionnaire, 1961 1 5 

Brochures, 1965-1968 1 6 

Class Notes, 1962 1 7 

Class Notes, Plotnik OSB, Wenceslaus, 1964 1 8 

Class Notes, Schmaus, Michael, 1967 1 9 

Class Outline, Hall OSB, Jeremy, 1961 1 10 

Class Outline, The Divine Office, Porcel OSB, Oligario, 1961 1 11 

Correspondence, Anthony OSB, Sr. Mary, 1958-1978 1 12 

Correspondence, Botz OSB, Paschal, 1957-1962 1 13 

Correspondence, Botz OSB, Paschal, 1963-1966 1 14 

Correspondence, Bucher OSB, Vitus, 1967 1 15 

Correspondence, Heininger, Joseph, 1963-1964 1 16 

Correspondence, Manders CSSR, Heinrich, 1967-1969 1 17 

Correspondence, Menne, Raymond, 1966 1 18 

Correspondence, Steiner OSB, Luke, 1967-1969 1 19 

Correspondence, Tegels OSB, Aelred, 1969-1972 1 20 

Course Offerings, 1958-1971 1 21 

Expense Records, 1958-1963 1 22 

Faculty Members List, 1960-1966 1 23 

Graduation Mass, 1963 1 24 

IMAGE, Panel Discussion, 1962 2 1 

Interdenominational Continuing Education Program for Clergy, 

Report, 1970 
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Justification, Plotnik OSB, Wenceslaus, 1964 2 3 

Leclercq OSB, Dom Jean, “The History of Medieval Spirituality,” 

1960 

2 4 

Manuscripts, Schoenbechler OSB, Roger, 1958 2 5 

Master of Arts, Theology Committee Minutes, 1961-1968 2 6 

Newsletter, “In Vinculo Caritatis,” 1959-1965 2 7 

Newspaper Clippings, 1958-1964 2 8 

North Central Committee, Minutes and Report, 1960-1969 2 9 

Nun in the World, Discussion, 1963 2 10 

Official Seal, 1957 2 11 

Photographs, 1958-1959 2 12 

Photographs, 1960-1968 2 13 

Photographs, Faculty, 1958-1968 2 14 

Photographs, Graduation, 1960s 2 15 

Photographs, Recreation, 1960s 2 16 

Photographs, Sisters, 1958-1961 2 17 

Opening and Closing Statements about BIST, 1958-1965 2 18 

Self-study, Proposed Master of Arts Program in Sacred Studies, 

Botz OSB, Paschal, 1963 
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Seminary Faculty Meeting Minutes, 1962-1963 2 20 

Songs and Fun, 1958-1961 3 1 

Student Directory, 1965-1978 3 2 

Student Enrollment, 1948-1968 3 3 

Syllabus, Liturgy, 1964 3 4 

Syllabus, Botz OSB, Paschal, 1958-1964 3 5 

Syllabus, Colombas OSB, Dom Garcia, 1961-1964 3 6 

Syllabus, Colombas, OSB, Dom Garcia, Rule of St. Benedict, 

1961 

3 7 

Syllabus, Gopaul SSE, Paul, 1970 3 8 
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