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When Coach Flynn returned to St. John's in the fall of 1924, he

resumed his old position as coach of gymnastics. A first plan to organ-
ize two gymnastic teams, one in the college and one in the Prep School,
was discarded in favor of one college team.

In this, his second term of duty as coach of gymnastics, he soon
discovered that the glory days of the past 1910-20 era were no more.
Nevertheless, in 1925 he brought a team to the Northwestern Gymnas-
tic Society Meet at the University of Minnesota Armory. The newly
developed gymnasts made a respectable showing but without gaining
any points. His second venture in 1926 was likewise unsuccessful from
the medal-winning standpoint, though several of the contestants suc-
ceeded in obtaining certificates of merit.

Progress began to become more evident when Clarence Froehle,
'27, won first place in Indian club swinging in the 1927 meet.

In 1928, with interest in gymnastics beginning to develop in some
of the MIAC colleges, especially at St. Olaf and St. John's, the confer-
ence began to consider making gymnastics a conference sport for inter-
collegiate competition-not independently, but in conjunction with the
Northwestern Gymnastic Society. There was an immediate resurgence
of incentive at St. John's, and in the 1929meet St. John's made its best
showing since 1920. The holdovers, from 1928 especially, made a nota-
ble effort to improve their performance. Edward Wirtz, '28, took third
place in individual performance, and both the Band C teams took
second place behind St. Olaf, the champion college team of the meet.

As for individual events, Roman Niedzielski, '31, won the gold
medal in Class B, netting the highest number of points of any contes~
tant in his class. John Lukan finished in seventh place in Class C, and
Alois Gruenes tenth in Class C. Andrew Huhne (now Fr. Aldrich,
O.S.B.), as a specialist, presented "The Landscape Paradise" in an
Indian Club swinging exhibition. St. John's finished in second place in
the conference behind St. Olaf.

The departure of Coach Flynn in 1929 to enter business marks the
end of competitive gymnastics at St. John's. Coach Flynn left an in-
delible mark on St. John's, not only by bequeathing his name on Flynn-
ville but mainly by leaving the memory of solid character, loyalty,
and personal integrity. To use a catch-phrase, he was for years "Mister
Athletics" at St. John's. If his career in gymnastics was less spectacular
in his second tour of duty, it was because student interest had shifted
from individual sports to team sports. At present, the place once occu-
pied by gymnastics has been swallowed up by a host of newer sport
activities such as wrestling, hockey, tennis, swimming and golf.
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