
 

Fall Semester: Week 14 Issue 

 
Strategic Plan Updates 
Dr. Ice (Provost) and Dr. Kolomitz (COO) hosted a webinar on Friday, December 1st to present 
the strategic priorities that will guide our institutions into the future. The webinar was recorded 
and can be viewed here. 
 
An email sent by provost@csbsju.edu on 12/5 with information about the Strategic Plan 
Directions and Initiatives Descriptions and opportunities to volunteer to champion a strategic 
initiative by contributing your skills, passion, and ideas. Click here to by Tuesday, December 
12 with your top 4 initiative choices. You will be assigned one initiative. The initiative leads will 
be scheduling initial meetings in January. Please wait to hear from your lead as to what initiative 
you are assigned. 

 
Integrations Curriculum Student Resource 
An email sent by AcademicAffairs@csbsju.edu on 12/7 announcing the new Integrations 
Curriculum Student Resources Canvas site that is now available to all student, faculty, and staff. 
The site is meant to be a useful tool for anyone wishing to better understand the goals of the 
curriculum and that it can be used to help orient students to courses and designations as well as 
support advising. 
 
If you have students to recommend for video testimonials about the IC, we would love to know 
about them. We’ve created a form where you can post those suggestions along with any other 
questions or comments you have about that site.   

 
Accepted Student Days 
An email sent by AcademicAffairs@csbsju.edu on 12/5 announcing the upcoming Accepted 
Student Days during the spring semester, along with the schedule for those days. These events 
will all take place on the CSB campus on the following days: 

• Monday, February 20   
• Friday, March 17 
• Friday, March 31 

https://csbsju.zoom.us/rec/share/-dxIMfppsQEerDmK2QR3U7Z8wdygEtGNjztZ2GqUHCuUlblJILY0RRozerWR_DUv.Fv9VjIXAeOmMPX8j
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https://www.csbsju.edu/forms/YBG43DSE1S
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https://csbsju.instructure.com/courses/21467
https://csbsju.instructure.com/courses/21467
https://www.csbsju.edu/forms/LISJCV15QH
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An Information Fair will take place 10:30 – 11:15 a.m. in the Field House in the HCC on event 
days. Each department will have a table to display information helpful to prospective students 
and their parents. Please respond to Erik Aschenbeck (easchenbeck@csbsju.edu) and let him 
know whom from your program will be at each event by Wednesday, February 1. Erik will be 
your contact for any questions you may have about the Accepted Student Days. 

 
Upcoming Events 

2023 Eugene J. McCarthy Lecture: The Hon. Philip Davis K.C., MP  
7:30 p.m., Monday, December 11th, SJU Stephen B. Humphrey Theater 
Sponsored by: Eugene J. McCarthy Center 
Facilitated by: Brittany Merritt-Nash, Assistant Professor of History 
Prime Minister Davis will address the unique relationship between CSB and SJU as well as 
climate change, economics and other challenges and opportunities related to The Bahamas. A 
reception will be held before the event at 5:30 p.m. in Founders Room (Quad 170). See attached 
flyer for more details. Event Registration Options 

• Register for reception and lecture 
• Register for lecture only 

 
Research and Grants Office  
Spots still available for the January Writing Retreats! 
Claim some time for your own work over the winter break! Sign up for one or both January 
writing*/working retreats: 

• Wed. Jan. 3 – Fri. Jan. 5: Green Lake Lutheran Ministries, Spicer, MN (overnight) 

• Tue. Jan. 9 – Thu. Jan. 11: SJU, Alcuin Library (day only) 
 
*We define "writing" as anything that moves your work forward--this can include coding, reading, 
editing, transcribing, analyzing, sketching, composing, writing, outlining, calculating, thinking, 
sculpting, etc.! Work on your research, book proposal, journal article, tenure or promotion file, grant 
proposal, syllabi or curriculum project, novel, poetry anthology, composition and much more. 
 
Submit a proposal for a Spring 2024 Talking Teaching or Forum event!  
Submit your proposal for a Spring 2024 Talking Teacher or Forum event sponsored by the Center for 
Teaching and Learning and/or the Research & Grants Office. Proposals are due on Friday, December 
15 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Want to Shout Out your own achievements or raise up one of our colleagues? Submit a Shout 
Out here or find the link on the Research & Grants Office page. 

 
OURS (Office of Undergraduate Research) 
Now Accepting Proposals for 2024 Summer Collaborative Grant! Deadline is February 2! 
 
The Office of Undergraduate Research & Scholars has committed to funding a total of 13 student-
faculty collaborative teams to work on a wide range of research and creative work projects. These 

mailto:easchenbeck@csbsju.edu
https://connect.csbsju.edu/register/McCarthyLecture2023
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funds are available to ALL disciplines and are distinct from traditional departmental lines held by 
each department. In alignment with our mission as Liberal Arts & Sciences institutions, we are also 
pleased to welcome applications for Interdisciplinary Team research projects, where faculty from 
two different disciplines explore an interdisciplinary topic while supporting two student 
collaborators.  
 
If you are interested in mentoring a student collaborator over Summer 2024 and have a well-
designed project, please consider applying by February 2, 2024. Please visit our website to view the 
prompts and submit your proposal. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Office of Undergraduate Research & Scholars for additional 
support at undergradresearch@csbsju.edu. 

 
The Study 
Consider connecting your students, your department, and your expertise with resources at The 
Study. As a new resource, academic strategy material is constantly under development. Feel free to 
share your recommendations, wishes, and wildest dreams for additional content! 
 
Resources for Students:  
Meet with a peer academic coach to develop and improve academic strategies. Popular topics this 
week: developing a final exam study strategy and managing time well in the last weeks of the term. 
Students may schedule in advance through the Hive or drop-in at Alcuin 371. 
 
Consult Canvas for how-to information for specific situations. Examples: how to take notes, how to 
engage an audience during poster presentations, how to appropriately request recommendation 
letters. 
 
Opportunities for Faculty and Departments: 
Interested in creating or sharing information via The Study about how to learn well in your 
discipline? See examples for Learning in Specific Subjects on The Study’s Canvas page, under “Study 
Smarter” and contact Theresa Anderson (tanderson@csbsju.edu) to explore possibilities. 

 
Buzz on Campus 

Check out the latest episode of Johnnie Bennie Campus News here. 
 
The Center for Student Leadership & Engagement sends out a weekly newsletter to students 
called, “This Week @ CSB +SJU.” Attached is this week’s issue.  
 
Benedictine Institute’s last “Building” Community of the semester: 9:00–10:45 a.m., Friday, 
December 8th, SJU “The Slaggie.” 
 
The Benedictine Institute invites ALL faculty, no matter their religious affiliation or knowledge, 
to apply for a faculty development opportunity through Collegium’s Annual Colloquy. It will be 
held June 14-21, 2024, at the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, MA. Application deadline is 
February 12th. For more information, click here to read more on the Benedictine Institute’s 
website or reach out to Rodger Narloch at RNarloch@csbsju.edu.   

https://livecsbsju.sharepoint.com/teams/OfficeofUndergraduateResearchScholarsOURS/SitePages/Summer-Collaborative-Grant.aspx
mailto:undergradresearch@csbsju.edu
https://csbsju.instructure.com/courses/19393/files/3309171?wrap=1
https://csbsju.instructure.com/courses/19393/files/3399098?wrap=1
https://csbsju.instructure.com/courses/19393/files/3672334?wrap=1
https://csbsju.instructure.com/courses/19393/files/3672334?wrap=1
https://csbsju.instructure.com/courses/19393/external_tools/1684
https://csbsju.instructure.com/courses/19393/external_tools/1684
mailto:tanderson@csbsju.edu
https://youtu.be/A9FMsYMXAaI?si=BrU2ue2V6VHdQaVk
https://www.csbsju.edu/benedictine-institute/additional-benedictine-opportunities/collegium-a-colloquy-on-faith-and-intellectual-life
mailto:RNarloch@csbsju.edu


 
Employee Night at CSB and SJU Basketball Games 
NEW DATE: CSB vs Saint Mary’s, 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 17, CSB Claire Lynch Gym (HCC)  
Hosted by CSB and SJU Human Resources. 

 
Do you know a Bennie or Johnnie Alumnae/i who has served in the United States Military? Please 
help us by encouraging any Bennie or Johnnie Alum to let CSB and SJU know about their service so 
they can be honored:  
CSB: https://apps.csbsju.edu/csb-military-honor-roll 
SJU: https://apps.csbsju.edu/military-honor-roll 

 
More Information 

Do you have information for The Buzz? If you have information you would like included 
in The Buzz please submit to this link:  The BUZZ information                 

  
The Buzz can be found on the Academic Affairs website under related links.  
https://www.csbsju.edu/academic-affairs  

 

https://apps.csbsju.edu/csb-military-honor-roll
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Greetings!  
  
We are reaching out today on behalf of the Admission Office to request your assistance with four very 
important yield events for the classes of 2024. This year the Admission Office is again hosting a series of 
Accepted Student Days. These events will all take place on the CSB campus on the following days: 
  

1. Monday, February 19 
2. Friday, March 15   
3. Monday, March 25 
4. Friday, April 5 

  
The goal of these programs is to cement the value of our schools, highlight our deep investment to our 
students, and finalize any questions as to why we are the right college choice for them. To help with this, 
the Admission Office is hosting an academic and student resource information fair as part of the 
program. We are asking for your help, as an expert in your area, to take part in the Information Fair to 
engage with prospective students and families and help drive home the why of CSB and SJU.   The day 
will also include time for students to meet with their admission counselor and for parents to hear from 
school administrators. (See full schedule below) 
  
The Information Fair will take place from 10:30–11:15 a.m. each of the four event days in the Field 
House in the HCC. Each department will have a table to display information helpful to prospective 
students and their parents.  Please see below for ideas to make your table attractive and welcoming to 
students: 
  

Signage and fact sheets will be provided for each program. Please wear your name tag.   
One faculty member needs to staff your table (additional faculty members and current students 
majoring in your area are encouraged). 
If you have a visual to display and need an easel, please let Erik know (contact information 
below). 
Can you provide an interactive activity at your table to draw students in to support/talk about 
your major? 

  
Students and their parents will appreciate this opportunity to talk with you! 

                
Please respond to Erik Aschenbeck (easchenbeck@csbsju.edu) and let him know who from your 
program will be at each event by Wednesday, December 13. Erik will be your contact for any questions 
you may have. 
  
Thank you in advance for your help on these VERY important yield events.  This is your time to showcase 
your program!  
  
Thank you for your partnership! 
  
Richard Ice, Provost and Cory Piper, Dean of Admissions 
  
  
  

mailto:easchenbeck@csbsju.edu


Accepted Student Day 

  
  

9 a.m.   Check-in & continental breakfast   Haehn Campus Center, CSB 

  
9:30 a.m. Welcome 

Cory Piper, Dean of Admission 

Brian Bruess, President of CSB+SJU 

  
9:45 a.m. Student Session 

A time to chat with your Admission Counselor and current CSB+SJU students 

  
Parent Panel 
Learn from school administrators about the value of a CSB+SJU education 

  
10:30 a.m. Information Fair 

  
11:30 a.m. Student Recognition Luncheon   Gorecki Center, CSB 

  
1 p.m.  Additional afternoon opportunities 

Campus Tours 

Financial Aid meeting 
Appointment with professors 
Meet with coaches 
Specialized tours of housing, athletics, fine arts, nursing and more 

 



In accordance with Section 2.16.3.2.h of the Faculty Handbook: 

Faculty are expected to participate in annual programming on excellence in inclusive teaching. 
Academic Affairs will consult with the Joint Faculty Senate Executive committee and the Joint 
Faculty Senate Committee on Inclusion, Equity and Justice regarding the content and delivery of 
the annual programs. 

For the 23-24 academic year, Academic Affairs and the JFS IEJ subcommittee of the JFS 
endorses a range of opportunities for faculty to consider. Faculty are expected to seek out at least 
one opportunity this year to contribute to their learning in this area. 

 Here are examples of options for faculty selection:  

• Attending Center for Teaching and Learning events and programs on inclusive teaching 
(e.g., Inclusive Pedagogy Community of Practice, book discussion groups, etc.) 

• Attending inclusive teaching presentations sponsored by departments, programs, and 
campus-wide grants (e.g., HHMI Inclusive Excellence grant workshops and virtual 
HHMI ARC speaker series, virtual opportunities provided via Academic Impressions (see 
instructions to access below), DEIJ speakers and workshops sponsored by academic 
departments and programs, etc.)  

o Asynchronous trainings offered by Academic Impressions. 
o You can easily set up an Academic Impressions account by going to 

https://www.academicimpressions.com/csbsju/, clicking the blue box and entering 
your CSB and SJU network username and password. For help signing into your 
account or questions about member resources, please reach out to our Account 
Manager, Niecie Washington at niecie@academicimpressions.com or 
720.988.1264. 

• Attending workshops and resources from campus experts and researchers in DEIJ-related 
areas (e.g., relevant Thursday Forum presentations, Resources developed by CTL 
Distinguished Scholars, etc.)  

• Pursuing opportunities from professional societies and other groups with which CSBSJU 
is affiliated (e.g., Inclusive STEM Teaching Project, etc.)  

• Learning from one another by sitting in on a faculty’s DEIJ-related course (if class is not 
full, and with their permission)  

• Writing a DEIJ external grant to learn from the literature and proposal outcomes 
  

Going forward, Academic Affairs staff, in coordination with the JFS IEJ committee, will 
regularly highlight relevant opportunities for faculty in The BUZZ and on a dedicated website 
(coming soon).  

 

https://www.csbsju.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/events
https://www.csbsju.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/programs
https://www.academicimpressions.com/csbsju/
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Call for Proposals for 2024 Summer Collaborative Grant 
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THIS WEEK @ CSB+SJU 

December 4 – December 10 

  

Submit an item to this weekly email of events and activities for all CSB and SJU students. 

  

Monday, December 4 

    

 

Holiday Bingo – Healthy Relationships 

Monday, December 4 | 6:45 PM 

Gorecki 120, CSB 

CERTS 

  

All CSB/SJU students are invited to attend Holiday Bingo with CERTS! This is 

a fun way to learn about the importance of healthy relationships during the 

holidays, as well as win some cool prizes-- including a 'Consent is cool' 

sweatshirt! See you there! Bring your friends! 

https://www.instagram.com/csbsju_certs/ 

  

 

“Ableism Is a Feminist Issue” 

Monday, December 4 | 6:30 – 7:45 PM 

Upper Gorecki, CSB 

Institute for Women’s Leadership 

  

Three panelists, under the moderation of the Institute of Women’s 

Leadership, will answer current important questions surrounding definitions 

of ableism, intersections between feminism and ableism, inclusivity, and 

improvements we could make at CSB+SJU.  

A Q&A will be held at the end. Light refreshments provided! 

https://www.csbsju.edu/iwl 

https://www.instagram.com/iwl_csb 

  

  

https://www.csbsju.edu/forms/AO0ASJ0UE9
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Christmas Crafts 

Monday, December 4 | 7:00 PM 

Gathering Place (Sacred Heart Chapel), CSB 

Benedictine Friends 

  

Join your Benedictine friends in creating holiday crafts! Meet downstairs in 

the dining space for crafts and snacks! Can’t wait to celebrate the Christmas 

season with everyone! 

https://www.instagram.com/benedictinefriends/ 

  

  

 

Bridge Night – Calls to Peace 

Monday, December 4 | 5:00 – 6:00 PM 

Campus Ministry Office (Murray Hall), CSB 

CSB Interfaith Leadership Team 

  

Join CSB ILT in their last Bridge Night of the semester! Can’t wait to see you 

all there!  

https://www.instagram.com/csb.ilt/ 

Tuesday, December 5 

    

 

Christmas Card Making for Anna Marie’s Alliance 

Tuesday, December 5 | 6:30 – 8:30 PM 

Upper Gorecki, CSB 

Art Club, Pre Med Club 

  

The Art Club and The Pre Med club are teaming up to bring you a night of 

Christmas card making for Anna Maries Alliance! There will also be cookie 

decorating and hot chocolate drinking! 

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjuartclub/ 

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjupremed/ 

  

https://www.instagram.com/benedictinefriends/
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Student Teacher Panel 

Tuesday, December 5 | 6:00 – 7:00 PM 

Henrita Academic Building (HAB) 128 B, CSB 

Education Club 

  

Join Education Club at their last event of the semester! It’s a student 

teacher panel. Come and join for the student teacher panel and learn about 

teacher experiences in the classroom! There will be pizza, cookies, and door 

prizes! 

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjuedclub/ 

  

 

Celebrity Chef Series – Gustavo Romero Veytia 

Tuesday, December 5 | 11:00 AM – 1:30 PM 

The Refectory, SJU 

SJU Culinary 

  

As the Celebrity Chef Series continues, get a taste of Gustavo Romero 

Veytia’s food! He will prepare some delicious Hispanic dishes for CSBSJU 

students! He even cooked for Michelle Obama! 

https://www.instagram.com/sju_culinary/ 

  

  

 

Banter & Bites 

Tuesday, December 5 | 6:30 PM 

Henrita Academic Building (HAB) Rm 120, CSB 

Body Positivity Club 

  

Get ready to feast on positivity, laughter, and delicious treats! Conclude the 

semester with a side of snacks and fun conversation. Stop by for root beer 
floats, hot cocoa, and chicken ranch pinwheels! 

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjubodypositivity/ 

  

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjuedclub/
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Cocoa & Creative Writing 

Tuesday, December 5 | 4:30 – 5:30 PM 

Alcuin Learning Commons Fireside, SJU 

Body Positivity Club 

  

Join the English department at their next event! Learn more about the 

English department's creative writing concentration, student publication 

opportunities, and talk to faculty writers! 

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjuenglish/ 

  

  

Wednesday, December 6 

    

 

XPD Out and About 

Wednesday, December 6 | 1:00 – 4:00 PM 

Alcuin Library (The Study), SJU 

Experience Hub – Professional Development 

  

XPD staff will be available from 1-4pm at The Study for drop-in 

appointments. What can they help with? Drop by to learn more about 

connecting with alums, Handshake, LinkedIn, resumes, cover letters, and 

more! 

https://www.instagram.com/csbsju_xpd/ 

https://www.csbsju.edu/xpd 
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Holiday Trivia and Cookie Making 

Wednesday, December 6 | 4:00 – 6:00 PM 

Simons G40, SJU 

Political Science Club 

  

Join the Poli Sci club in festive holiday trivia with the opportunity to win big 

prizes! There will also be cookie decorating, can’t wait to see you there!  

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjupolisciclub/ 

  

  

 

CSBSJU Special Olympics – Join the Board! 

Wednesday, December 6 | Deadline 

Online Application 

Special Olympics Association 

  

Are you interested in joining the board for the Special Olympics club? 

Apply to be the new vice-president today! Please DM @soa_csbsju or 

email soa@csbsju.edu with any questions! Applications are due December 6th!  

DM for link to apply: https://www.instagram.com/soa_csbsju/ 

Thursday, December 7 

    

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjupolisciclub/
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Sustainable Holiday Event 

Thursday, December 7 | 6:00 PM 

Multicultural Center Conference Center, CSB 

Spirituality and Social Justice, Office of Sustainability 

  

Join the discussion of ways to have a sustainable holiday season while 

making no-sew T-shirt Bags to donate to Catholic Charities in Saint Cloud! 

Bring a clean, gently used, and appropriate T-shirt to make your bag. Food 

and drink provided! 

https://www.csbsju.edu/sustainability 

https://www.csbsju.edu/csb-campus-ministry/ministries/ssj-spirituality-and-

social-justice \ 

  

  

  

 

CSBeast and Johnnie Blend 

Thursday, December 7 | 9:30 PM 

The La Playette Bar, St. Joe 

CSBeats, Johnnie Blend 

  

Catch Johnnie Blend and CSBeats at the La Playette! Hear their acapella 
harmony!  

https://www.instagram.com/csbeatsacapella/ 

https://www.instagram.com/johnnieblend/ 

Friday, December 8 

    

https://www.csbsju.edu/sustainability
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Bright Light Therapy 

Always Available 

Clemens Library, CSB – Lounge Areas 

Alcuin Library, SJU – Upper Level 

CSB Health Advocates 

  

As we get into winter, it’s important that we take care of our minds so we 

can also take care of our bodies! Light therapy can help treat symptoms of 
seasonal affect disorder. Try it out next time you visit the libraries!  

https://www.instagram.com/csbhealthadvocates/ 

  

 

The Feast of The Immaculate Conception 

Friday, December 8 | 11:30 AM 

Sacred Heart Chapel, CSB 

CSB Campus Ministry 

  

The Sisters of the Order of Saint Benedict invite you to the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception this Friday! All are welcome! This event celebrates 

the sinless lifespan and Immaculate Conception of Mary. 

https://www.instagram.com/p/C0KTw_OPYEf/ 

Saturday, December 9 

    

 

Jingle Jam 

Saturday, December 9 | 7:00 PM 

Sexton Commons, SJU 

Center for Student Leadership and Engagement 

  

Join CSLE for a holiday festival! We will have karaoke, gingerbread house 

making, cookie decorating, Christmas carols, gift baskets, Christmas 

photoshoots, and a hot chocolate bar!  

https://www.instagram.com/csbsju_csle/ 
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Hmong New Year 

Saturday, December 9 | 5:00 – 8:00 PM 

Upper Gorecki, CSB 

Hmong American Involving Students 

  

Around this time every year, the Hmong New Year is celebrated. The 

Hmong New Year is an event to celebrate, preserve, and learn about the 

Hmong culture. There will be performances, food, and prizes! We can’t wait 

to see you there!  

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjuhais/ 

  

  

  

 

Banff Mountain Film Festival Screening 

Saturday, December 9 | 7:00 PM 

Pellegrene Auditorium, SJU 

St. Johns Outdoor University, Outdoor Leadership Center, Peer Resource 

Program 

  

Mark your calendars! This Saturday there will be a screening of the Banff 

Film Festival! Make sure to secure your ticket with the link below!  

https://www.csbsju.edu/outdooru/events/adventure/banff 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CzmgnaWpwi-/ 

Sunday, December 10 
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Chamber Orchestra 

Sunday, December 10 | 2:00 PM 

Escher Auditorium, CSB 

Chamber Orchestra 

  

Come check out the College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University 

Chamber Orchestra as they perform their December Concert!It will feature 
symphonic pieces, Christmas songs, and other string orchestra favorites! 

https://www.csbsju.edu/music/ensembles/orchestra 

https://www.instagram.com/csbsjuchamberorchestra/ 

  

  

  

 

Student Mass  

Sunday, December 10 | 6:00 PM 

Sacred Heart Chapel, CSB 

  

Sunday, December 10 | 9:00 PM 

The Abbey, SJU 
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