
 

 

SOCI 111  Introduction to Sociology  (4) 

Systematic description and analysis of the creation and composition of groups; development of the sociological imagination as the 

key to understanding the interconnectedness of individuals, cultures and social institutions. An introduction to sociological theory, 

methodology, and analysis as well as to the major topics studied by the discipline. 

  

SOCI 121  Introduction to Anthropology  (4) 

The diversity of humankind across time and space, including culture, human evolution, cultural linguistics, and prehistoric and 

historic archaeology, and applied anthropology. 

  

SOCI 204  Contemporary Sociological Theory  (4) 

Major 20th century American and European developments in the social sciences. Central ideas and assumptions of the founders of 

modern sociology, anthropology and psychology: Durkheim, Weber, Mead and Freud. A survey of recent schools of thought and a 

consideration of the social sciences in society. 

  

SOCI 205  Quantitative Methods and Analysis in Social Science  (4) 

This course will use a “hands on” approach by students to grapple with the quantitative analyses of data in the social sciences. 

Students will learn about the operationalization, computation, and transformation of variables. Students will create and test 

hypotheses using SPSS. They will also write up their results using a journal article format and give presentations of their results. 

  

SOCI 229  Intimate Relationships  (4) 

Friendships from childhood to adulthood; the development and maintenance of relationships; the impact of social forces on sexual 

behavior, dating, courtship and mate selection; challenges and issues in intimate relationships. Limited to First and Second Year 

Students. 

  

SOCI 250  Social Problems  (4) 

This course provides an overview of the sociological study of social problems and issues, both in the United States and in global 

perspective. The course will examine the nature and causes of social problems as well as possible solutions. Theoretical and 

methodological perspectives used to analyze social problems will also be considered. 

  

SOCI 271  Individual Learning Project  (1-4) 

Supervised reading or research at the lower-division level. Permission of department chair required. Consult department for 

applicability towards major requirements. Not available to first-year students. 

  

SOCI 302  Social Research Methods  (4) 

Design and conduct of survey, observation, case study, evaluation and experimental research. Consideration of pertinent social and 

ethical issues. Students design/conduct research. Prerequisite: 201 or permission of instructor. 

  

SOCI 319  Sex and Gender  (4) 

A survey of sociological knowledge about sex and gender as fundamental organizing principles of our social world.  Examines the 

interplay of sex, gender, and sexual orientation as they change over time and across cultures.  Critical analysis of what it means to 

live as a gendered, sexual being in today's society. 

  

SOCI 322  Transnational Anthropology  (4) 

Cultures and cultural groups have never been bounded to a single location – people have always been in movement, learning from 

people outside their cultural groups, and hybridizing ideas and ways of life. This course uses cultural anthropology theory and 

method to study transnational cultural groups that are present in contemporary Minnesota. In particular, we will study ethnographic 

manuscripts about Hmong, Somali, and Mexican people and topics including ethnicity, migration, refugeeism, tourism, nomadism, 

political economy, and medical anthropology. Students will be conducting original ethnographic research in a semester-long project 

that analyzes a particular transnational cultural case study.  Prerequisite: Any one of the following: SOCI 111 or 121, PSYC 111, ECON 

111, POLS 111 or 121, PCST 111, or Permission of Instructor. 

 

SOCI 329 Family and Society  (4) 

Examines the historical development of the family as a social institution, the relationship between families and social class, 

interpersonal relationships within families, changes in family structure, and the impact of public policy on families. The exact topics 

covered may vary by instructor. 



 

 

  

SOCI 330  Family Violence  (4) 

Analysis of incidence, causes and treatment of major forms of family violence. Includes abuse, neglect and exploitation in parent-

child, courtship and marital relationships. 

  

SOCI 333  Sociology of Medicine and Health Care  (4) 

Western medicinal practices and the organization of the health care system including medical education, health insurance,  problems 

of medical practice, hospital organization, health personnel, the doctor-patient relationship, alternative medicine, and death and 

dying. Alternate years. 

  

SOCI 334  Deviant Behavior  (4) 

Definition, causes and theories of deviant behavior in the framework of social norms and institutions. Major deviant identities in 

American society. Prerequisite: 111. 

  

SOCI 335  Sociology of Religion  (4) 

Sociological phenomena of religious expression. Role of religion in society. Sociology of denominational differences and religious 

communities. 

  

SOCI 337  Special Topics  (2-4) 

See official class schedule. Offered when needed. 

  

SOCI 337B  Wealth and Poverty  (4) 

Social and economic inequality is receiving increased attention in recent years with the Occupy protests, films like Inside Job, and 

best-selling books like Thomas Piketty’s Capital in the Twenty-First Century. This class will explore a range of issues and research 

related to inequality. These questions include: Is economic and social inequality necessary? How does inequality overlap with race, 

gender, religion, and other demographic characteristics? How does inequality shape everything from the things we buy to how long 

we live? How does the United States compare to other nations in regards to inequality? Although some class days will involve 

lectures, many class days will examine these questions through discussions, films, and other activities. 

  

SOCI 337F  Sociological Perspectives on Environmental Issues  (4) 

Issues such as depletion of natural resources, pollution, loss of habitat, global warming (or not), population growth, urban growth 

and sprawl, biodiversity, toxic waste management, transportation, energy, vegetarianism, sustainable community development, and 

globalization will be considered. Aspects of these issues to be covered include: conditions of emergence, theories, applicable social 

movements and counter-movements, cross-cultural perspectives, and social change. Special attention will be given to consideration 

of low or minimal impact lifestyle efforts. 

  

SOCI 337H  Savage Minds  (4) 

How have engagements with cultural "others" helped create knowledge, expand our understanding of ourselves and the world, and 

inspired us to think about humanity?  In this class, we will learn about some of the key theoretical paradigms in cultural 

anthropology, from its earliest inception through contemporary, experimental anthropological thought.  As anthropological theory 

must be deployed in ethnographic practice to have any effect, theoretical material in this class will be paired with ethnographies-

articles, manuscripts, and films-which exemplify, challenge, and build upon abstract concepts.  

  

SOCI 337I  Global Health, Culture and Inequality  (4) 

This course explores global health from an anthropological perspective. It examines how medical anthropologists attempt to 

understand global health challenges within a larger historical, cultural, political, and  economic framework. This course will cover a 

wide range of health challenges from a variety of cultural and geographic contexts. We will examine a number of topics and diseases 

– both infectious and non-communicable – through case studies and ethnographies. Students will consider issues of gender 

inequality, maternal and child health, humanitarian aid, global mental health, and the bioethics of global health practices. The course 

emphasizes the numerous political, economic, structural and cultural forces that lead to the unequal distribution of disease globally. 

  

SOCI 338  World Populations  (4) 

Analysis of population statistics, population dynamics, the use of socially constructed ways of classifying subgroups, projective 

models, and social policy. Some topics covered include: immigration policies; the "limits to growth" controversy, analysis of vital 

statistics. Alternate years. 



 

 

  

SOCI 340  Criminology and Corrections  (4) 

Theoretical causes of criminal behavior. Strengths, limitations, and challenges to the effectiveness of police, judicial, and corrections 

systems in the U.S. Attention to the role of the media and cultural biases in analyzing the "crime problem." Course includes an 

optional Service Learning component.  Alternate years. 

  

SOCI 341  Urban Studies  (4) 

An overview of the development of community forms and life-styles in central cities and suburbs. Disintegration and renewal. 

Competition and conflict over territory and services. Churches, schools, diversity, pressure groups and parties. Selected policy 

problems. Attention is paid to cultural, structural and ecological components of urban issues. Alternate years. 

  

SOCI 342  Social Psychology  (4) 

Micro-sociological analysis of interaction in social settings. Varied topics considered with special emphasis upon research findings as 

illustrations of theories considered. Perspectives could include symbolic interactionism, ethnomethodology, dramaturgy, as well as 

some exercises in exchange theory and phenomenology.  Prerequisite:  SOCI 111 

  

SOCI 349  Environmental Anthropology  (4) 

This course examines the relationships between human cultures and the environments they inhabit. We will engage with the ways in 

which environments are collusions of human knowledge, perspective, histories, and economic and other cultural systems. Many of 

the course texts grapple with environmental management systems throughout the world, and ways that people plan for, participate 

in, subvert, and are affected by environment management schemes. Furthermore, this course also emphasizes the ways in which 

people shape knowledge about the environment and environmental management throughout historical vantages as well as Western 

science, particularly of conservation biology and ecology. Prerequisite: Any one of the following: SOCI 111 or 121, PSYC 111, ECON 

111, POLS 111 or 121, PCST 111, or Permission of Instructor. 

  

SOCI 351  Race and Ethnic Groups in the United States  (4) 

The current situation of and issues concerning African-Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans, Asian-Americans, Jews and other 

races and ethnic groups. 

  

SOCI 353  Political Sociology  (4) 

Political participation, power and ideology as expressed in political structures and processes. Voting, political parties, social 

movements. 

  

SOCI 355  Social Gerontology  (4) 

Study of the later years of life from a life-course perspective which views aging as a life-long process. Exploration of how social 

institutions shape the process of aging in society, the role of social policy in defining old age and the impact of social forces on the 

aging process. 

  

SOCI 357  Sociology of Education  (4) 

Examines the social factors affecting learning and educational processes. Considers the relationship between types of societies and 

systems of education and the rise of education as a social institution, the links between schools and social stratification, and the 

contribution of schools to the preservation of the social order. Prerequisite: 111. 

  

SOCI 370  SCSU/SABRO COURSES  (1-5) 

NO COURSE DESCRIPTION 

  

SOCI 371  Individual Learning Project  (1-4) 

Supervised reading or research at the upper-division level. Permission of department chair and completion and/or concurrent 

registration of 12 credits within the department required. Consult department for applicability towards major requirements. Not 

available to first-year or second-year students. 

  

SOCI 396  Sociology Capstone  (4) 

An integrative academic experience which engages majors in key debates and issues of concern to sociologists.    

Preparation for the transition to graduate school and/or exploration of the applicability of sociology in the workplace. Students 

demonstrate mastery of core concepts, theoretical perspectives, and methods of the discipline through original research.  Emphasis 



 

 

placed on critical reading of scholarly journals and on student participation in sociological discourse. Topics determined by expertise 

of the faculty. Prerequisites: Sociology major and senior standing or consent of instructor. 

 

SOCI 397 Internship  (1-8) 

Supervised field work and experience in a variety of social, administrative and research settings. Subject to approval of faculty 

advisor and department chair and completion of the pre-internship seminar. S/U grading. No more than 4 credit hours may be 

applied to the major. 

  

SOCI 398  Honors Senior Essay, Research or Creative Project  (4) 

Required for graduation with "Distinction in Sociology." Prerequisite: HONR 396 and approval of the department chair and director of 

the Honors Thesis program. For further information see HONR 398. 

  

  


